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FRASER SQUADRON
COMMANDER’S REPORT

August is here — boating season is
about haf done (sorry, folks!) —we
all better buckle down and get some
boating accomplished in the time we
have left. | noticed severa vacant
stalls on my dock where Fraser
members are headed north for be-
tween 3 and 7 weeks depending on
the skippers. Remember when we
first contemplated buying a boat?
We saw endless weeks of explora-
tion and enjoyment in our new pur-
chase, and imagined every Friday
evening would see us sailing away
from the dock with new targeted
destinations in mind. Somehow the
reality of time conflicts, family con-
flicts, mechanicd glitches, fuel
costs, and weather rear their ugly
head to interfere with our dream. |
really admire the folks who wring
the most out of the season and do
get their boating in around these
traps. | can hardly wait to see the
photos that Dave and Pat Brind and
Bob and Marion Dennett bring back
from their trip to Johnstone Strait
and points north.

Fdl is 30 short days away. Or, it
seems that as soon as Labour Day is
come and gone we are at least into
our fall mode. With that comes our
very busy training season for the ba-
sic boating course aswell as al our
elective courses. | believe that with

any sometimes technical hobby
you are either growing or shrink-
ing. Who amongst us can claim to
know al about navigation, mainte-
nance, and seamanship? If | see
many hands raised we will al be
watching with a vigilant eye for
candidates for this years Bent
Prop Award! We will be offering
as full a complement of elective
courses aswe muster interest in
thisyear. Make your membership
work for you by keeping a promise
to learn more, be more safe and
competent. If you choose a course
that we cannot offer due to limited
enrollment remember our sister
sguadrons around the lower
mainland. Y ou can take a course
through any of them aswell. For
instance, one squadron ran a series
of consecutive Boat Pro coursesin
Cantonese. All CPS sguadrons
welcome members from Fraser in
their training program as well as
their social calendar.

In addition, our Training Officer
Al Morgan is once again offering
free upgrade courses for any Fraser
Squadron regular members. These
come in the guise of a proctor posi-
tion for the boating course. Please
check your schedules, and make
the call to Al to schedule some vol-

unteer time of your own to assist

our training officer and his crew
of ingtructors. Y ou get out what
you put in with CPS, and while
proctoring is not an onerous posi-
tion nor atime consuming one, it
does provide that additional sup-
port for the instructors as well as
perhaps making the difference be-
tween a student passing or not.
We all face time challenges, and
sometimes students drop out or be-
come a“did not write” because
they missed alesson or two due to
work schedules and felt they had
no way of catching up to the class.

The month of September offers
perhaps the finest boating season
on the west coast. Anchorages
are less crowded, the wesather is
usudly quite fine, and the night is
sill young in terms of logging
some additional engine hours in
your log for the year. Use your
boat, keep your skills sharp, and
have some fun in this boating sea
son!

Bryce Gibney
Commander
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WEATHER WATCH

Ever aware of our weather forecasts
while out on the water, we have many
sources of information to keep us safe:

By Phone: Call Environment Canada
for marine weather recordings:

Vancouver 604-664-9010
Victoria 250-656-2714
Nanaimo 250-245-8899

Or get on the net at:
http://www.wesatheroffice.com/

Or for the U.S. Navy weather and sea

conditions:

http://www.fnmoc. navy.mil/index.html

SUMMER’'S HERE AND THE
CRUISING IS FINE ...

Tel us your stories - the sights
you'’ ve seen, the spectacular vistas
you’ ve discovered, exciting adven-
tures, trials and tribulations or just
plain fun you' ve experienced in
this summer of 2001 while gunk-
holing new and not so new terri-
tory. We'd love to share your ex-
periences in upcoming Fairleads,
photos and all. Contact the Editor,
Ron Hoyt, at 604-943-4698 or by
e-mail a: rhoyt@dccnet.com
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Training Department News

Thefollowing isalist of the courses which have been scheduled prior to Christmas for 2001. If youdon't see the course you
want, let me know and perhaps we can get it going for you. Asusual, we are looking for volunteers to proctor these and other
courses. If youwould like to help, please give me acall at (604) 946-5740.

Keep an eye on the website at www.frasersquadron.com for changes and additions.

Have agreat summer, and safe boating

Al Morgan, S.T.O.

Boating
Tuesday 11" September, Delta Senior Secondary, Ladner, Bill Risk

Thursday, 13" September, Delta Senior Secondary, Ladner, John Oystensen
Tuesday 18" September, Palmer Secondary, Richmond, Bob Everson
Thursday, 20" September, Palmer Secondary, Richmond, Bill Hawryluk

VHF
Wednesday 4" October,  Delta Senior Secondary, Ladner, Rand Lutman
Wednesday 28" November McNair Secondary, Richmond, Dave Bauer

Marine Maintenance
Wednesday 19" September, Delta Senior Secondary, Ladner, Alan Eldred

Piloting
Wednesday 19" September, Delta Senior Secondary, Ladner, TBD

Advanced Piloting i
Tuesday 4" December (17 weeks), Ladner CoPS, Jim Bryant Qﬁvﬂﬁ’“;

Student Cruise
We're looking for volunteer skippers, proctors, and vessels for the student cruise to take place on Saturday 20" October. Please
call or eemail Victor Weizmann if you would like to be a part of this rewarding activity.

WHALFE WATCEHING

In 1996 there were approximately 725 identified Orca (killer whales) identified off the coast of British
Columbia and Washington State. We all treasure tour glimpses of these magnificent creatures when we are
fortunate enough to come upon them, but as operators of motorized vessels, we have a responsibility to treat
these amazing mammal s with respect and caution. Orcas are listed on Appendix Il of the Convention of
International Trade in Endangered Species, based on the belief that is a species has fewer than 1000 mem
bers, it could face extinction. Here then are some guidelines when you have the good fortune to spot a pod
of Orcas:

In asingle vessal you should not approach within 100 metres.
Approach whales parellel from the side, not from the front or from the rear. Approach and depart
slowly. Avoid disturbing aline of resting whales and separating or chasing any group or individual.
° When travelling beside Orcas, maintain a speed of two to four knots or the same speed as the
dowest ones. Do not alter your speed or change course abruptly.
continued next page
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° Keep noise levels down—no horns, whistles, fish finders shouting or racing of motors. If itis
safe to do so, turn off your engine or put it in neutral. The whales may approach the vessal.
Be conscious of the effect of your actions on the Orcas. Avoid any physical contact.
Limit your time spent to less than 30 minutes when within 100 to 200 metres.
If more there is more than one vessel, avoid any position that would result in encircling the
whales.

Under the Canadian Marine Mammal Regulations the disturbance of whales is strictly prohibited and
summary convictions carry afine of up to $100,000.00, a prision term not exceeding 12 months, or both.

So let’s do our best to respect and admire our resident Killer Whales from a safe distance and perhaps
contribute in some small manner to their continued survival.

MARKETPLACE

Reg #2580-4

MarinersXchange Ltd. _JCRUISESA
Marine Consignment Store . : vﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂffﬁm

Cruise Holidays of Richmond/South Delta
6846 Mo, 3 Road, Richreond, B.C. V&Y 204
Your Crulse Vireation Store

CEin Tel: (604) 273-8228

F£120-12230-2nd Avenne Do (604) 271-2284 Residence: [604) 277-0740
Steveston, BC VIEILE g (604} 271-2294 Dolly Des Rochers Toll Free: 1-800-263-8228
Cruise & Travel Consultant Fau: 1604} 273-8221

[}
Beckert's Boar Tor anp Canvas Co. %— MASSEY S -@-
Custom Work
Alterations M S
eecine ARINE SUPPLY
Cushions FOR ALL YOUR MARINE AND INDUSTRIAL NEEDS

Garry & Di
All work ie fully guaranteesd. i SN Nats b pmE
B Tel.: 946-4488  Fax: 946-4489

4926
J s Res: (BO4) B4G-B2B5 926 Delta lS_!raal, Lednar Waterfront, BC V4K 22
Email. massaysmaring @docnet.com

WHELRE®S YOUR FLAG?

It has been observed during the current boating season by various Squadron sleuths that many of our
members are not flying the CPS flag. Shocking! What reason could there be for such oversight? A flag
only costs $8.00, so it can’t be a money issue. Proudly flying your flag tells others on the water that you
are one of the 15% of boaters who have successfully completed this top notch train-
ing, it's a great way to meet other Squadron members and it spreads the word about
the Squadron’ s goal to educate boaters and keep us al safe on the water. Do your
part and hoist your flag if you already have one, or cal the regalia officer, Jeanette
Hoyt, at 604-943-4698 if you need a new one. (on holidays until Sept. 8)






